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[bookmark: _3znysh7]Divine Sovereignty x Human Control


This is a complex matter. Looking back at your life experiences up to this point, can you tell me how many were determined by God and how many were the result of human choices? 

There are three viewpoints in relation to this. Some will say that all life experiences are determined by the Lord. Others will say that life is completely guided by the free will of humans, that is, the result of choices. There are still those who search for balance in this discussion, claiming that the Creator changes circumstances and that humans will reap the fruits according to how they respond to these circumstances. 

My intention is not to create a theological debate here. Far from it! However, we must work with what we see at the present moment. We know that God’s sovereignty, above everything and all, is much greater than the limited minds of human beings can comprehend. We also know that, seemingly, we can choose, with a certain level of freedom, the path we want to follow. 

The Word clearly shows us both sides of the coin. We have, as an example, chapter 139 of Psalms and chapter 6 of Galatians.

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. - Psalms 139:16

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. - Galatians 6:7 

Well, if my days were established by God, how will I reap what I have planted? Complex, right? Yes, complex for us, but simple for the Lord of all things. The truths of the spiritual world are like that… get used to it. 

Let’s try to analyse this enigma using logic that could be flawed, but is enough for the time being. God sees all things before any of them occur. Still in Psalms 139, verse 4, we have: 

Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 

All of our actions have already been foreseen by the Father. So, would it be valid to claim that, for each foreseen action, the Lord has planned reactions? The only way of harmonising the Lord’s sovereignty with human control would be the idea that man takes steps, but God establishes the paths. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord. “Plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” - Jeremiah 29:11 

The Lord makes plans and paths. 

Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you want to perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. - Isaiah 43:19 

The Father opens paths before us through the circumstances that surround us. He opens and closes doors according to His good, pleasing, and perfect will. 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. - Romans 12:2 

Note how the Father opens paths before us while the world offers, usually seemingly easier, alternatives and shortcuts. Let’s say, when the Lord opens paths of peace that require obedience, automatically, evil paths resulting from disobedience appear. 

For as long as we live, there will always be two types of paths: those of life and those of death. 

“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil.” - Deuteronomy 30:15 

If we know the Father’s will and follow His paths of peace, we have joy and genuine success. Therefore, it’s valid to say that God controls our circumstances, but humans are the ones who make the choices. It has always been this way, since the Garden of Eden. 

Now we arrive at a very interesting point: the dominion the Father has over time. All of the choices you’ve made in the past and will make in the future have been foreseen, in detail, by the Lord. Nothing you do will frustrate God, not even your worst mistakes. For each mistake committed, the Father provides a solution. Do you know why? Because He is a father, and that’s what fathers do: save their children. 

And, if that weren’t enough, in addition to opening paths of peace, He insists upon providing solutions. You can take the wrong path once, twice, five, or ten times, and even so, He will continue to open paths while you live. God’s love is truly persistent. 

Isn’t that what the Father did in the face of the filth of sin present in mankind? Persistent in His love, He sent his son, Jesus, to purify us of all injustice. In other words, He provided an escape path, which transported us from darkness into light through the blood of Jesus. 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son. - Colossians 1:13 

Understanding some of the mysteries that are involved in God’s sovereignty and human control is a good first step towards what we will be reflecting upon through this book. And, more importantly, it’s being certain that we have a loving Father who is ready to lift us up every time we make the wrong choices. 

We feed into the illusion that the Lord will respond, supernaturally and instantaneously, to our prayers. However, this is a terrible mistake. We want things done immediately… but God doesn’t. Our obligation is to deposit all of our life’s dilemmas in the hands of the Father and gain, in return, the peace that transcends all understanding. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. - Philippians 4:6,7 

After completely surrendering our paths to God, it is certain that peace, that is, the Holy Spirit himself, will take care of us in Jesus. From that moment on, we don’t have to fear, because the circumstances themselves will guide us through safe paths. 

However, it’s valid to emphasise that we must do more than simply surrender our problems to the Father. We walk in safety when we are in the Light. The Light is Jesus. We must be with Him. It’s not possible to be with Him and live a life of sin. The Verb - Jesus - is a lamp for our feet. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. - Psalms 119:105 

May these truths be like green and peaceful fields for your soul to rest upon. 

The intention of this work is to help you understand the Lord’s way of working through circumstances. This understanding could open your spiritual eyes and ears to God’s voice, present, between the lines, of everyday life. This will bring peace to your heart. 

For God speaks in one way, and in two, though man does not perceive it. - Job 33:14 

[bookmark: _2et92p0]Before we continue…

...let me get to know you a bit better. Post a photo or a text with the hashtag #danilohgomes on your social media profiles so I can interact with you. Remember to also join our official Telegram channel (t.me/danilohgomes) to take part in raffles and keep up-to-date on news. 

[bookmark: _tyjcwt]Biblical Cases


It’s easy to talk about the theory without presenting practical examples. The Bible is full of stories in which the Lord subtly changed the circumstances, in response to human choices, for specific purposes. Only God is capable of harmonising divine will with human desires. 

In this chapter, we will analyse the events in which the Lord acted powerfully, and at the same time, subtly. It’s not a cold analysis, or one full of guesswork, being that, as you will see for yourself, the Word itself will confirm God’s work. 

[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Saul and Samuel

The nation of Israel wanted a king. Samuel was a prophet of the people and was seen as an authority by the masses. The prophet awaited instructions from the Lord about who should inherit the throne of Israel. 

Now, pay great attention. At the start of chapter 9 of the first book of Samuel, we are presented with a seemingly common story, without incredible miracles. We see nothing more than the normal everyday lives of the people of that time in the first verses. 

There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 
And he had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people. 
Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul his son, “Take one of the young men with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.” - 1 Samuel 9:1-3 

Saul’s father’s donkeys got lost. Saul, along with his servant, looked for them, but couldn’t find them. While he planned to return to his father with the bad news, his servant suggested: 

“Behold, there is a man of God in this city, and he is a man who is held in honor; all that he says comes true. So now let us go there. Perhaps he can tell us the way we should go.” - 1 Samuel 9:6 

And the story continues. 

And Saul said to his servant, “Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where the man of God was.
As they went up the hill to the city, they met young women coming out to draw water and said to them, “Is the seer here?” 
They answered, “He is; behold, he is just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come just now to the city, because the people have a sacrifice today on the high place.” - 1 Samuel 9:10-12 

Finally, Saul finds the prophet, Samuel. 

So they went up to the city. As they were entering the city, they saw Samuel coming out toward them on his way up to the high place. - 1 Samuel 9:14

See, how interesting. In the following two verses, the Bible reveals that: 

Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed to Samuel:
"Tomorrow about this time I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, because their cry has come to me.” - 1 Samuel 9:15,16 

The Lord had even determined the time at which Saul would meet Samuel. Note that the Father said He would send Saul, but in no moment did Saul receive any direct message from God. 

What happened was:
1. The donkeys got lost, which led Saul to go looking for them. 
2. Saul’s father commanded that the servant go with him.
3. They didn’t find the donkeys and Saul thinks of going back home. 
4. The servant remembers a prophet that could help them.
5. Some young women are going to get water and meet Saul and his servant. They give them important information about the prophet. 
6. Samuel was going to the place of worship at that same time in which Saul was going to meet him. 

When the Lord wants something to happen, nothing can stop His will. He is so powerful and strategic that he guided Saul to be there at the time and place he foresaw, using only the present circumstances. He used Saul’s father, the servant, the donkeys, the young women, and various other elements that we don’t even imagine. 

Do you think that’s all? There’s still more. The prophet, Samuel, publically announced the new king of Israel, in this case, Saul. However, before that, the prophet decided to make a draw before the people. 

Then Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken by lot. 
He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its clans, and the clan of the Matrites was taken by lot; and Saul the son of Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought him, he could not be found. - 1 Samuel 10:20,21 

In the draw, Saul was chosen. Yes, the same one who the Lord had guided through various circumstances for Samuel to meet the new king of Israel. Now, in a seemingly random situation, the Father acts and things happen exactly the way He wanted once again. 

Don’t think that a prophet of God would trick the people during the draw. The All-Powerful definitely doesn’t need help. The Lord works as He wants, to reach the purpose He wants, be it through a draw, through animals, through people, through the weather, or any other things in this universe. 

[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]The Draw of  the Apostles

Yes, the Lord works according to His will, even in draws. But keep calm, that doesn’t mean you should waste all your savings on lotteries. You can beg all you want to win that prize draw worth millions. However, if that’s not in accordance with the Father’s will, forget it. 

Note the level at which the circumstances obey the Father. There is nothing apparently more random than a draw. Not even dice being thrown up into the air can overcome the sovereign will of the Creator of the universe. If He wants the number 6 on the dice, that’s what He’ll get. 

In the very first chapters of Acts, we encounter a situation which is, to say the least, strange. The apostles of the primitive church needed someone to substitute Judas, the traitor. There were two candidates: Joseph and Matthias. Scripture doesn’t tell us that the Lord revealed His will through a strong voice or through dreams, but that He revealed it through a draw. 

And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 
And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 
And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. - Acts 1:23-26 

Who said God doesn’t speak through draws? The Lord uses the tool He wants to bring guidance to those who seek Him with all of their heart. 

The intention here is not to encourage you to buy dice and throw them up into the air every time a doubt arises. The goal is to show you that God hasn’t forgotten you. He wants to answer your prayers, give you guidance, and fill you with peace. That’s why you need to always be attentive and vigilant. Trust in the God that speaks and stop saying that the Lord doesn’t hear you. 

[bookmark: _4d34og8]Joseph of Egypt

Those who quickly skim through the story of Joseph, Jacob’s son, don’t realise the work of God’s hands throughout his trajectory. Honestly, it’s easy to say that Joseph was a victim of life, a poor, wronged man, and perhaps, someone forgotten by God. However, all of these suggestions are completely wrong. 

Let’s refresh our memories. Joseph’s story begins in chapter 37 of Genesis. He was Jacob’s favourite son, and at the same time, was hated by his brothers in such a way that none of them treated him well. 

But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him. - Genesis 37:4 

Joseph received two prophetic dreams from the Lord, which revealed that, in the future, he would reign over his family. Obviously, these dreams further fed into the hatred his brothers had for him, which wasn’t small to begin with. 

His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. - Genesis 37:8

His brothers planned to kill him and hide his body, but their plan was altered. They tied him to a well, far away from his parents. One of his brothers, Reuben, would rescue him without the others knowing, but the idea wasn’t executed, as his brothers decided to sell him as a slave. 

From then on, lots of things happened. Joseph was wrongfully imprisoned due to false accusations and remained in prison for several years until an opportunity arose for him to attend to the needs of the Pharao. In gratitude, the Pharao promoted him to a position with the second greatest level of authority in all of Egypt. 

With the authority he received, Joseph skillfully managed the resources of the empire and was powerfully used by God to sustain and care for the chosen people of the Lord: the sons of Abraham. 

Joseph was 17 years old when he was sold, and 30 when he was promoted by the Pharao, therefore, he spent a total of 13 years between being a slave and being in prison. Who, in their right mind, would say that this suffering was part of God’s plan? Who would believe that these circumstances were determined by the Father? Joseph learnt how to interpret the events around him. 

Years after Joseph’s promotion, his brothers went to Egypt to trade food, as there was a famine in the lands of Jacob, his father. They didn’t know that Joseph had become so big. In fact, they didn’t even know his whereabouts. 

Joseph probably had to go through intense and painful reflections to truly forgive those who wronged him. At one point, Joseph decided to reveal himself and, with a show of wisdom, confirmed to all of us that God had controlled the circumstances. 

So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.
And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.
For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 
And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 
So, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt”. - Genesis 45:4-8 (added emphases)

It’s very common to feel like a victim when circumstances aren’t good. We don’t take accountability for our share of the blame, and we don’t notice the Father’s hands around us. There isn’t a single biblical account in which we see Joseph victimising himself. There is not a single sentence about it. He suffered, but he understood it. He was taken out of prison to rule an empire. 

Let’s look at the circumstances that led Joseph to victory:
1. He shared his dreams and increased the envy of his brothers for him (Genesis 37:9). 
2. A group of merchants approaches Joseph’s brothers, which sparked the idea of selling him into slavery (Genesis 37:28). 
3. Joseph was sold into slavery to Potiphar (Genesis 39:1). 
4. Joseph’s cloak was left in the hands of Potiphar’s wife and served as evidence to arrest him (Genesis 39:13-14). 
5. Two prisoners had prophetic dreams that were later interpreted by Joseph (Genesis 40:5). 
6. Pharaoh had two disturbing dreams (Genesis 41:1-7). 
7. One of the prisoners, who had his dream interpreted by Joseph, reported to Pharaoh about what had happened (Genesis 41:9-14). 
8. Joseph offered Pharaoh the correct interpretation and was given the most authoritative position in Egypt (Genesis 41:39-40). 

Could the Lord have turned Joseph into an emperor without that unjust suffering? Of course, He could. However, the Father knew that the best path was the one that Joseph took. He suffered, but he was victorious. He learned to be faithful with little and with much. 

God is guiding the circumstances. Don’t be afraid. The Father’s hands are not only present in visible blessings, but also in frightening difficulties. Hold on tightly to Jesus and don’t walk away for anything. The storm will pass, and everything will make sense in the future. 

[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Jacob’s Famine

I know we have just analysed the case of Joseph of Egypt, but it is worth remembering the famine that hit the world at that time. As Joseph himself recognised, all that had to happen for the Hebrew people to settle into Egypt and prosper there. 

The famine that struck the neighbouring regions of Egypt served to lead Jacob to his son who, until that moment, was considered dead. Can you see the hands of the Lord in these circumstances? 

So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. 
Moreover, all the earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy again, because the famine was severe over all the earth.. - Genesis 41:56,57

When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you look at one another?” 
And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.” - Genesis 42:1,2

In God, there is no darkness, and in Him, there is no evil. He is perfectly just. When we think of a situation in which the Father allows hunger, we can get confused. Could God allow seemingly bad things to happen? The Word shows us, through countless stories, that yes, He could, however, in all of them, we see that the result of each circumstance led to victory and much grace. 

The scarcity of food resulted in Jacob’s offspring being received by Egypt. There the Hebrews obtained food and grew abundantly in numbers. The fact is that seemingly bad circumstances, when moved by the Lord, result in peace, joy, and justice. 


[bookmark: _17dp8vu]Jesus

We couldn’t leave out our one and only saviour. Christ’s life completely fulfilled the Lord’s will, including his death.  We can easily see a number of circumstances, working with each other, to take him to that terrible cross.  

These same circumstances that led Jesus to this painful sacrifice were foreseen centuries before his death. That is, the Lord changed all of the circumstances according to His will before any of them occurred. The time, the conditions… everything is in His hands.  

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. - Isaiah 53:5 (prediction about Jesus)

The prophet who wrote what you have just read died approximately 680 years before Jesus. Through the revelation of the Spirit, Isaiah understood that a suffering servant would be born, and would die for the sins of mankind. The impressive thing about all of this is the depth of detail the prophet shows so many centuries before the Saviour’s birth. 

In the verse we have already read (Isaiah 53:5), Isaiah talks about scourging. Jesus was actually flogged under the orders of Pontius Pilate. The predictions don’t stop there. 

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 
By oppression and judgement he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 
And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. - Isaiah 53:3,7,8,9 (added emphases)

Let’s get to the facts. Jesus was despised, rejected, oppressed and humiliated. In his death, he made no attempt to defend himself. He gave himself voluntarily without opening his mouth to somehow escape the sacrifice. His conviction was blatantly unfair. He didn’t leave a single child, because he didn’t get married. A rich man named Joseph applied for permission to bury Christ. All predictions came true. 

God had planned all these events in advance, so it is valid to believe that He moved all circumstances in advance to achieve the end He desired. 

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand - Isaiah 53:10

[bookmark: _3rdcrjn]Diaspora

The term “diaspora” is primarily used to represent the dispersion of Jews across the world over the centuries. Israel was officially considered an independent state only in 1948, as, until then, Jews were scattered across the globe without having a recognised and respected land. 

As if that weren’t enough, in addition to not sharing a sense of belonging to a specific locality, Jews suffered intense persecution from time to time in different places, mainly in Germany during the Second World War. 

Jesus had predicted that the gospel would spread throughout the world. 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witness in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” - Acts 1:6-8

The Jews were remarkably united and considered themselves superior to others. This feeling of superiority is understandable when we are introduced to the countless promises the people of Israel received and the many amazing miracles they saw. 

In a context like this, it would be seemingly mad for someone to claim that a message of salvation would reach the most distant places on Earth, especially at a time in which technology was practically nonexistent, compared to what we have today. Even so, the Lord Jesus did not fail to warn them that this would happen.  

Well, said and done! There was already persecution of Christians by non-Christian Jews, but after Jesus’ resurrection, they intensified… and a lot. The Roman empire didn’t accept any ultimate authority other than the emperor, so having Jesus as king and only sufficient saviour wasn’t an acceptable option for the authorities at the time. 

The culmination of the quest for Jewish independence resulted in the Jewish-Roman War, which took place in the 1st century AD. Rome massacred the people of Israel, and this resulted in the second diaspora of the Jewish people (the first being caused by the Assyrian empire in approximately 700 BC). 

This massacre, caused by Rome, forced Christian and non-Christian Jews to scatter across the planet. The wonders of the Lord were told to civilizations of all continents. It’s very hard to find someone today who hasn’t heard of Jesus or the God of Israel. 

You can imagine where I’m going with this, right? I cannot say that the diasporas were the Father’s way of bringing salvation to all peoples, as this is not explicitly stated in Scripture, but it’s worth reflecting upon this. 

[bookmark: _26in1rg]Surrender


I hope to have convinced you of the fascinating control the sovereign God has over circumstances. No matter how great the chaos in the life of a child of the Lord, there is certainly a subtle harmony that will lead them to the centre of God’s divine will, unless there is resistance. 

I have surrendered things to the Lord these days. When something arises that annoys me or takes away my peace, I promptly think, “I surrender this situation to you, Father”. Truly surrendering is more than “making something official” through words. When we surrender, we remove the situation/person from our hands and put it into Jesus’ hands. 

Taking things out of our hands is the same as giving up self-government. In other words, it’s giving up control, so the Lord can take care of things. Note how faith is necessary here. If we doubt God’s power and wisdom, of course, we won’t be able to surrender anything to Him completely, because the feeling that we need to help the Holy Spirit will silently follow us around. 

When we ask the Father for a solution to a family conflict, for example, we must completely trust in God’s capacity to move circumstances in favour of change. As much as an individual may refuse to do what’s right, the Almighty can certainly transform that person’s heart, through circumstances or radical experiences. 

Just as hearts can be reached through Jesus’ transforming grace, situations can too. Any type of problem can be solved, be it financial, social, psychological, business-related, health-related, or from any other field. However, we continue to resist the Holy Spirit’s work when we don’t surrender what must be surrendered: everything. 

There is a famous, old Christian hymn that says: 

“I will surrender everything
I will surrender everything
Yes, for you, blessed Jesus, 
I will leave everything”

Above we have 4 seemingly simple phrases, however, the true significance of this stanza is extremely profound and powerful. The first step - wanting to surrender - is in itself a truly difficult decision to make. The second - actually surrendering - is even harder. 

Note that surrendering something is not the same as being neutral in the face of chaos. You can continue to act, fighting against the obstacle, however, when we surrender, we pray to God, with all honesty, asking for direction, and we commit ourselves to only acting when we are sure that the Lord has shown us the direction we must take. 

Do you believe that the Father moves circumstances with amazing power and impeccable strategies? So, what are you waiting for to surrender everything to Him? Are you being wronged? Tricked? Deceived? Intensely persecuted? Are things not going well? Surrender it all and rest.


Rest goes hand in hand with surrender. More than that: resting is the natural consequence of surrendering. The level to which we can rest reveals how much we truly surrender. If you still lack peace, if you’re still not sleeping, pay attention, for these signs point towards self-government.

Self-government is the same as being in command of your own life. The Lord Jesus did not call us to write our own stories, as beautiful as this idea may seem. When we surrender our lives to Christ, He begins to govern our journey in this life. The apostle James reminds us of this very wisely. 

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit.” 
- yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 
Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 
As it is, you boast in your arrogance All such boasting is evil. - James 4:13-16

Keep this phrase in your heart: “if the Lord wills”. He, alone, must have control. Only then will we find rest. Keep calm! He knows how to rule, for he is wise, meek, and humble. 

Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. - Matthew 11:28,29 (Jesus’ words)

I’m not saying that your problems will disappear overnight, but it is possible that the peace that surpasses all understanding will transform you from now on. Surrender everything through prayers, with gratitude, and let the peace of the Owner of the Universe fill your soul. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. - Philippians 4:6,7

If you haven’t yet surrendered your ways to the Lord, do so. The time is now, the time is today! Don’t accept another day of worries and anguish. We were called to live a full life, resting upon green pastures. 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly - John 10:10

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. - Psalm 23:1,2

Can you finally trust that the Father is moving your circumstances while caring for you with great affection? Of course, we will have afflictions in this life, however, the Lord assures us that everything will work in our favour. Circumstances, all of them, are subject to the rule of Jesus Christ. Do you truly believe this? 

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world. - John 16:33

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. - Romans 8:28

The time for rest has come. Take ownership of this new stage in your life. He will move everything to give you the end you expect. On this note, we come to the end of this chapter.

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope”. - Jeremiah 29:11

[bookmark: _lnxbz9]Security


As we have already seen, rest should be a natural consequence of surrendering our ways and dilemmas to the Lord. We can only truly rest when we are sure that we are completely safe. 

At the risk of sounding repetitive, I would like to emphasise in this chapter some truths to create in you, dear reader, a precious sense of security. We start off with the belief that you have handed over your challenges to God or plan to hand them over as soon as possible. The next step is to work on our faith. 

How about working on the feeling of security in parts? Let’s absorb the Father’s promises into categories for greater comprehension. Note that no matter what area of your life is at risk, the Lord is on your side. 


[bookmark: _35nkun2]Financial Problems

I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his children begging for bread. - Psalm 37:25

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. - Joshua 1:8

"Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
"Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble." - Matthew 6:31-34

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. - Psalm 23:1

And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. - Philippians 4:19

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. - Psalm 1:1-3

Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways!
You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you. - Psalm 128:1,2




[bookmark: _1ksv4uv]Risk of Death / Sickness

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. - Psalm 23:4

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. - Philippians 1:21

For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. - Psalm 116:8

For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. 
He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. - Psalm 91:3-7

[bookmark: _44sinio]Family Problems

And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction. - Malachi 4:6

For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise, your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. - 1 Corinthians 7:14

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it. If a man offered for love all the wealth of his house, he would be utterly despised. - Song of Solomon 8:7

[bookmark: _2jxsxqh]Critical Dilemmas

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. - Proverbs 3:5,6

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. - Psalm 119:105

The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps. - Proverbs 16:9

Yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.
Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 
As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. - James 4:14-16

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope”. - Jeremiah 29:11

Commit your way to the Lord, trust in him, and he will act. - Psalm 37:5

***

These are some areas where we commonly encounter challenging problems that insist on disrupting our peace. Perhaps your current challenges don’t fit into any of the categories above, but there are still thousands of promises from God in the Bible for you… yes, you. 

Where should we put our faith? Where should we cling to with all our might to reach safety? The answer is objective: God’s Word! If the Father has promised something, He will not fail to fulfil it. The Lord has never failed to fulfil any promise. You won’t be the first person in history to see the Lord fail, as this has never happened, and never will. 

God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfil it? - Numbers 23:19

Not one word of all the good promises that the Lord had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass. - Joshua 21:45

What makes a child jump from a considerable height when they hear their father say: “my child, you can jump because daddy will hold you”? The trust that child has in relation to the one who’s calling. The child is unable to read the father’s thoughts or predict the future, yet, they still jump, for the speaker has their trust. 

We must be like carefree children. The Father is infinitely powerful to act in any situation through any circumstances. Nothing can stop Him. What comes out of the Lord’s mouth deserves your trust. If He says that you are a beloved child and that your ways will bear good fruit as long as you walk with Him, rest, for this - I say with complete certainty - will happen. 

[bookmark: _z337ya]What About My Mistakes?


· But… what if I make a mistake? Will God prevent me from stumbling?

You are not the only person in the world who has thought in this way. This is the default way of thinking that many insecure Christians have, but it shouldn’t be. 

The fact is that mistakes inevitably happen, as we are imperfect human beings. The Father is the one who decides whether or not He will allow such mistakes in our lives. If He decides that you shouldn’t make a specific mistake, He can, without any difficulty, move circumstances to guide your actions and avoid the stumble. 

Why does God allow mistakes? Now, you don’t need to be a great thinker to understand this behaviour. The Lord, like any good father, wants to teach his children precious things, and mistakes teach us better than anyone else. 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. - James 1:2-4

Be careful not to hurt the Creator’s heart, but don’t be afraid of mistakes. If you must fear something, fear living a fruitless life. The day you stop loving the Lord and following His commandments, a journey of doom will surely begin. I know such words are strong, yet a life away from the Lord is a wasted life. 

Now I will write something that may shock some people. The Lord is powerful enough to bring great success from the worst of mistakes. Yes, the Father adjusts ways and mends paths. I am living proof of this paragraph’s statement. 

In mid-2018, after a heated argument with my family, I decided that I would never return to my home. I remember the scene of me sitting on a sidewalk next to my girlfriend (now my wife), with just my motorcycle (which actually belonged to my father) and the clothes on my back. Profoundly upset, I felt alone. 

My father-in-law found me a rental property the same day I left home. This property was next to my wife’s house. I started to live there - alone, as I wasn’t married yet - and, little by little, my wife and I began furnishing the house using the money we had been saving for months. 

During this time, I got closer to my in-laws and finally gained my mother-in-law’s trust, who until then, didn’t really believe in my potential as a future husband (I guess it’s a mother thing). A few weeks after the fight with my family, we fixed our relationship and, as a bonus, I gained the trust of my wife’s family. 

During this chaotic time in my life, I learned how to take care of a home and started to manage my finances with mastery. I created and improved upon financial organisation strategies that help me to this day. 

Was leaving home during a fight to never return the right thing to do? Of course not! There were less painful paths to the future I expected. However, from this great mistake, the Lord brought forth wonderful success. Remember this: God does not prevent all setbacks, but he always gives his children strength and organises the chaos. 

We are all prone to making mistakes. We can walk through crooked paths, however, our destiny will always be in the hands of the Lord. We may go in the wrong direction, but He fixes our steps. 

Every circumstance shapes a part of us. And as painful as it is to accept this fact, no one can deny that mistakes often lead to greater growth than success does. It would be great to live in a reality in which we only succeed, where no one makes mistakes. However, as things are not like that, it is clear that we will make mistakes several times throughout our lives. We usually discover the right way of doing things when we have experienced the wrong way of doing things beforehand. 

I want to break the lies that are in your mind about mistakes. Whoever taught you that mistakes are inadmissible taught you wrong. Mistakes are a part of our existence, and they set the moral compass of our actions. Remember that the Father allows such mistakes so that great lessons can be absorbed. 

I repeat: don’t be afraid of making mistakes. Mistakes are inevitable and, in some cases, painful, but they don’t mean it’s the end, or that you’ve failed. We fail when we give up on life, people and/or walking with God. If we persevere, then it is certain that the chaos will be organised through God’s power over circumstances. 

I hope you don’t misunderstand what I’m going to write here. I believe that we, humans, need to go experience mistakes and frustrations for our own good. People who face very few frustrations in life tend to be emotionally fragile and, at some stage, become deeply embittered towards society. 

Those who learned to deal with frustrations become emotionally strong and resilient. These people are the ones who insist on getting up quickly after taking falls. Those who remain in the mud of victimhood and, because they have been excessively pampered, do not want to defeat the monsters of everyday life, act like eternal children waiting for something or someone to resolve everything once and for all. I hope this is not your case. 

Most people in recent decades, at least in Brazil, are visibly fragile in the face of common day-to-day struggles. There are numerous variables that could be seen as responsible for this, however, the most influential include the idea that mistakes are unacceptable and the lack of preparation to deal with frustrations. I truly hope this is not your case. 

However, if you feel like these last two paragraphs apply to you, don’t freak out, there is still a solution. Carefully reflect on what we’ve covered in this chapter and realise that you need to change your mindset (metanoia). Maybe this is just the information that was missing so you can see God’s hands around you. 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. - Romans 12:2

Make peace with your imperfections and strengthen your emotions to pick yourself up after every blow you take in life. Remember that each of these blows was foreseen and authorised by God. It is precisely because the Lord loves you that these lessons appear on your journey. 

Throw away the fear, raise your head, and trust the One who called you as His child and has plans of peace for you. Your mind is incapable of imagining the destiny that God has for those who trust in Him. 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. - Romans 8:18





I believe that if this work were to be summarised and based on a single biblical passage, it would be this:

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
Proverbs 3:5,6

[bookmark: _3j2qqm3]Was this Content Useful?

If the answer is “yes”, I have a simple request: could you please rate and comment on this book on the platform on which it was purchased? Each rating, along with the comments, contributes to the popularity of my work. May God repay your kind support! A big hug! 


[bookmark: _1y810tw]Revision


All information becomes more fixed in memory after a good review of what has been learned. Let’s quickly summarise what we’ve learned so far. I will divide it into topics with their respective succinct explanations. Let’s go! 

God’s sovereignty over circumstances: there is no doubt that the Lord has power over circumstances. He is able to control everything, that is, any circumstance within the universe’s space-time. 

Human control: this work does not argue against free will, but limits it to the Father’s hands moving circumstances. We make choices and answer for them, however, this freedom is extremely limited when compared to the act of God decreeing the destiny of each path we take. 

Biblical seal: the Holy Scriptures confirm, through some stories, that the Father has complete control over the situations that surround us. He can lead any person, as He pleases, to achieve a specific end. 

Surrender: once we understand the immeasurable power of God in the face of circumstances, there is no other option but to surrender all of our ways to the One who is the owner of our lives. This is an act of surrendering everything to God’s divine sovereignty. 

Safe rest: after placing all challenges and paths in the hands of the Lord, we need to truly rest. When we give something of value to someone, our level of peace is equivalent to the level of trust we have in that person. Do you trust Jesus’ integrity? 

Fear of making mistakes: it is worth mentioning that the act of handing over circumstances to their owner will not prevent mistakes from being made on our part. Mistakes are valuable because they teach us how to take the right steps. Don’t be afraid of them. The Lord permits them so that benefits may surround us. 
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All books can be found at www.danilohgomes.com.
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Boost your book sales by following 6 effective tips. Being an entrepreneur through writing is a dream shared by many. However, the trajectory of the literary world can be mysterious to most. How can I get better sales rankings with my works? TIPS TO BE A SUCCESSFUL WRITER is a quick and objective book that will show you, in 6 practical steps, the way to significance increase your sales without having to spend a penny. Achieve success in the literary world by following the right advice. 
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The natural way of thinking of human beings usually leads us along repetitive paths, where there is no development.  Not having to change thought patterns is the greatest wish of fools. Evolution requires knowledge and change. The book DEVELOP YOUR MIND contains several chapters that are full of mental triggers and deep truths that will raise powerful questions, capable of transforming the modus operandi of your mind. We could say that this is “the book of books”, as it is a compliation of striking excerpts from works written between 2019 and 2020. Get the most out of it and develop yourself!
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Gradually, we are affected by the chaos of the current world and the frenzy of everyday life. We constantly struggle to fill our pockets with money, or the walls with diplomas, but we forget to feed our spirit with doses of faith, joy, and love for the Creator. Every day is a good day to have a good coffee with the Psalms. The COFFEE WITH PSALMS collection brings, in each volume, 30 verses to meditate upon, 30 reflections and 30 prayers for the reader to start or end their day feeding their soul with wisdom instead of with something futile that the world offers. Invest time in your relationship with God through the well-known, beautiful and poetic verses from the book of Psalms. Let the Word enter your heart and transform you.
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Throughout our lives, our minds insist on archiving the most varied types of information. This feature would be wonderful if it weren’t for a flaw: we memorise and interpret things wrongfully and harmfully! As a result, we become prisoners of ourselves. CLEAR YOUR SUBCONSCIOUS presents the reader with a little about the vast world of the human mind, as well as practical and effective strategies to change or eliminate harmful information from our subconscious. Free yourself from your internal dictatorship and reach your goals!
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The “What the Bible Says About” collection brings together a set of questions, with their respective answers, completely based on the Holy Scriptures. Since, in today’s world, all truth contained in the Bible has been distorted in favour of selfish ideals, this series of books aims to lead Christians in the paths of truth and nothing more. We must urgently return to the source of wisdom, that is, the Word of God. The FINANCE part of this collection raises 15 questions (some quite controversial), answered based on the Holy Bible, without human theories or political ideas. Totally transform your view on finances and surprise yourself with truths you probably didn’t know.
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