“OF) . FMRERLE R, TRE. ERE. BREL? HADUEAR. BREY). F—#. A
ZBEMNAE. 7

4 means developing. The character resembles grass and trees growing from the earth. The lower part of
the character resembles the word for earth (&) and the upper part of the character resembles the word
for “go forth” (). Why is this so? Perhaps it is because they are similar in that they sprout forth. The
pronunciation is comprised of suo (I7) and geng (B%). It is under the eleventh radical. All characters
pertaining to living have the life radical (4=).

“OhR) ez, FEEEH, #). dhth, HESHEFI, ¥), BEKZGt, EE, Baaht, LS
LHENH LB, ARIBIGEE, CABMAGRIGIEN, M, B8, FFEE, i AL
WMERATRZE. RRaf 28, SANIRZ K, BEHEEE, HofimiwnTs+ar, m
i i, FOME A B R, 7

4 means beginning from a woman. The Shigu (£7%) says: chu (#]) [“start”] means shi (4#)

[“beginning™]. Thus, these two are synonyms. Chu means start in the sense of how cutting cloth is the
beginning of making clothes and how foundations are the beginnings of walls. In speech, we distinguish

this in terms of “Zi”. Some usages of dai (¥5) are loan graphs for shi (4%). An example where it reads
dai (%R) for shi (&) in the Qiyue Mao Zhuan (= H Z&f#). The character has the female (4¢) radical and
“15” is a phonetic component. The pronunciation is comprised on shi (i) and zhi (12). It is under the yi
(—) radical.t All matters pertaining to shi (45) [“beginning” or “being born”] have an element of urgency,
but we should not say that the character has two completely different meanings. People nowadays read
it with two different tones. When it has the sense of releasing tension (huan #%), they read it with the
falling tone (qu sheng Z7%¥). The Yueling (H 43) records use the character shi (4#) dozens of times.
When shi (4%) is used in the sense of cicadas beginning their call, the pronunciation is comprised of du
(%) and shi (117). 1 think this [whole issue of the different pronunciations of shi] is just a matter of people

creating worries for themselves!

! [This could also mean “is listed under the first radical”. See below where the text reads “+—#E”
which more likely means “is listed under the eleventh radical”.
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“(RE) Hcth, DUERERI, HE. #EA, DEAZAT, SHfZ. FLREEZ DS E S R

M, REFV, £, B, ERFRFH, —HRA A, EHIIRHERE S, HPAmEE,

RANFY, BEEEEE, RsiakER LM, Y, e i
means to tend young. By means of # it rhymes with xun () [“to teach by drilling”]. A tender is one

who raises oxen. It also refers to how humans suckle our infants. By extension, all living beings that can

give birth to progeny are called “mu” (£}) [“mothers”] once they have done so. The character has the
female (%) radical. It resembles the shape of a woman carrying (22 huai) a child. “Z£” (huai) means to
carry in an embrace. The character [F):] resembles carrying a child in two hands. Some say that it
resembles suckling a child. The Guangyun (&) [“Broad Rhyming Dictionary] cites this in the Cangjie
(& #H) chapter. There are two points | take from it: the character resembles a human suckling; and as it
stands erect, the pronunciation resembles that of wu ({). Thus, the character is explained when written
in Clerical Script (Lishu #=). The pronunciation is comprised of mo (3£) and hou (/). The ancient

pronunciation had it listed under the yi (—) radical.

“(HE) With, AR BE, sRERERCT, MOK. M, Sz Eib  HE, Ko, R RE,

() B« BRrgE, SOl (W] REEH - “BGER AR BB, A, NEER

4 means abundant. It has the forest (#K) radical; and 5€. Some say that it contains the components for
the characters guimo (Hi1%) [“scope”]. It has the big (-X) radical and lllf, which means, much that is
accumulated. Forest (#f) means many trees. fif has the same meaning as Ji (numerous). In the Shang
Shu (P5E), it says: “Numerous grasses propagate into wu (f)”. The pronunciation is made up of wen
(30) and fu (7). Note: Xu Kai (#&#%) comments: “Some say that the Klftt means mo (1) [“model”] as

in guimo (Hf5) [“scope”]. However, | do not believe that these components have that meaning.”

“() BRI, 7

It means female bird. It has the bird (£) radical and It gives the pronunciation.
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“(ft) R, MBI, 7

. means female livestock. It has the ox (“) radical and t. gives the pronunciation.
“(HE) B, MERE,

It means male bird. It has the bird (££) radical and /= gives the pronunciation.
“(4h) B, MWATEE,

# means male livestock. It has the ox (4+) radical and == gives the pronunciation.
“(99) BEth, BEEHhRM, 7

55 means bent and twisted (). 1 means twisted wood.

“(Gk) ARHE A, MARFE,

Zz means when wood is curved and then goes straight. It has the wood (°K) radical and -~ gives the
pronunciation.

“(k2) B, AKzm, hzdbt, MBS,

F& means dark as in south of water and north of mountains. It has the mound (&) radical and & gives
the pronunciation.

“() m. A, MEZE, ”

k% means high and bright. It has the mound (&) radical and %; gives the pronunciation.

“(B) B, HA@Ean, TN, BfRGh, FREARRER, 7

%y refers to the female monkey, which is fond prey for birds. JT\ resembles the female monkey. The lower
abdomen [of the character] resembles that of the female monkey.

“OIL) BZRimif K, >

JI means a place through which streams flow.
“(T) K, HENEHSNEIL, Aifg, MAKITE,

L refers to waters. These waters originate from Shu, wash through the Di frontiers, beyond the Min
Mountains, and then out to sea. It has the water (7k) radical and I gives the pronunciation.

“(ihE) Ktuth, LGNE )&, MOKEEEE,
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#F means the heavenly pond. It is that into which all rivers flow. It has the water (7K) radical and
gives the pronunciation.

“(H) s, REV, LBZBEME,

H means nose. The character resembles a nose in shape. All characters that refer to nose have the nose
(H) radical 2

“(AR) St o MOKEREE - 7

#X means to burn. It has the fire (°k) radical and £ (ran) gives the pronunciation.

“(B)EEH

[l

, AR, MR, LEZBENS. 7
Speaking directly is called talking () whereas discoursing on difficult subjects is called discussing (7&).
It has the mouth (1) radical and 3 (gian) gives the pronunciation. All characters that refer to speech

have the talking () radical.

2 [This may help explain why in Chinese culture people point to their nose when referring to
themselves. The modern usage of “BH” often means “oneself”, or “me”.
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