The Future needs Freemasonry – An Approach to a global Ethics

An attempt to interpret our collective future – especially in front of the complex background of increasing globalisation and digitalisation – is comparable with looking into a crystal ball.

It seems, however, increasingly likely that young people are facing new and more grave insecurities in terms of the development of character, value systems and moral standards.  Developing and strengthening one’s own personality, this is impacted by a flood of media influences, whose framing and assessment seems increasingly complex and opaque. (Ou-Paik)

Upon a quick glance, pluralistic societies and cultures, that are embedded in a so-called omni-channel media culture, do not anymore seem to have a unified, universally valid system of values and morals. Or to be more precise: this seems to be more difficult to identify, to adapt to one’s own self and to create societal consent around. If and to what extent the need to find a solution to this question is even sufficiently prominent, is additionally important to examine.	Comment by Paula: Diesen satz habe ich wörtlich übersetzt, aber er erscheint mir vom inhalt etwas unklar – vielleicht kannst du da noch mal drüber lesen?

The increase in fast paces and short terms in the true meanings of the words in all facets of daily life – not least because of the fast evolution and re-invention of digital and social media – seems to weaken, or at least not to support, the foundations of existing value systems and philosophical guard rails.

The central ethical and moral question of the future will be:
Is man allowed to do all that he can do?

This question we will have to answer for ourselves as individuals as well as societies in general.
This is a basic consideration that played a significantly less important role 100 years ago or whose sense was not entirely clear back then. But after the exponential development in all realms of life, the question has become deeply profound and must be the center of education, law, legislation, politics and research. Some examples of this are bio-ethics, responsibility in the handling of Big Data and personal data or exponentially increasing and potentially manipulative capabilities via digitalisation. These new capabilities shine a different and sometimes dramatic light on issues such as social consciousness, global ecology, climate and nature preservation, and new dimensions of responsibility in dealing with them.

Are we, personally and as a society, allowed to really do anything that we are theoretically capable of doing according to the state of research, technology and digitalisation?

And if there have to be (moral) guard rails for the theoretically possible: What are the appropriate standards to define them? More precisely: which guard rails are good and right?	Comment by Paula: Eingefügt für klarheit	Comment by Paula: 

Reality seems to be diametrically in opposition to these increasingly relevant questions, whose answering requires a spiritual positioning: Classic value systems and philosophical modes of thinking, broadly speaking, are moving to the margins of consideration for many people.

Modern freemasonry understands itself as a lighthouse and potential point of anchoring in this situation. It defines itself as an ethical lifelong union.

It has posed this demand to the world of thought and the lived practice since its inception 300 years. The beginnings of freemasonry can even be traced back to a few hundred years earlier. And even though age is not a proof of quality, it does seem appropriate to examine this unchangeable and old demand that freemasonry has made from all its members and their actions in the world.

Freemasonry provides a collective global offer for the future and presents land markers in a world that is growing more global and interconnected in its acting and thinking.

Freemasonry is a child of enlightenment. Its universal notions of man himself and his relationship with his environment live on unchanged for hundreds of years. Especially now, they offer hints as to how a society of the future can agree on a unified and good life. To be precise, Freemasonry places its value system above the zeitgeist and above variable notions of, for example, its dignity or its value. It excludes such opinions that were forged by ideologies or regimes and examines the world and the human purely in the terms of enlightenment. Freemasonry therefore defines humans as inhabitants of the world and makes no differentiations in its tolerance, respect and mutual regard for one another.	Comment by Paula: Hier ist mir im DE nicht klar, auf wen/was sich ‚sein‘ bezieht – im Englischen ist es also entweder ‚its‘ oder ‚his‘ je nachdem ob der mensch oder der wertekanon gemeint ist


As a life-long band of brothers Freemasonry aims to inform and shape the character of its members by withdrawal into rituals. Freemasons are supposed to contribute to a just and respectful/attentive society. They shall participate in societal processes with respect for humans, animals and nature and therefore ultimately make the world a bit better. Undeniably a honorable goal, and, in the long term, freemasonry aims to – as, if you will, the oldest non-governmental organisation in the world – establish and foster more social equity and more unity in this world.	Comment by Paula: Falls ‚achtungsvoll‘ im Sinne von Rücksicht/Aufmerksamkeit gemeint ist, wäre attentive besser, wenn es um Hochachtung geht, ist respectful besser.

Not more and not less should be accomplished and exemplified through a lifetime of discourse about philosophical issues, lifelong friendly-brotherly relationships and numerous philanthropic initiatives.

In light of these universal and therefore time-transcending demands and this self-understanding, freemasonry makes an offer to its individual members and to society that is unrivalled. It is exclusively concerned with the positive development of individual personality and thereby inadvertedly fosters a beneficial influence on one’s own environment and society.

Christoph Bosbach
Grandmaster of the United Grandlodges of Germany
