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Wendy Holden: We were born to be survivors  – Auschwitz’s children (Maxim)
This volume describes three mothers’ story bordering on the miraculous, which are independent of each other. When they arrived in Auschwitz, they managed to hide their pregnancy from Josef Mengele, the angel of death; they were able to carry a little life under their hearts in the concentration camp while starving, thirsting and working hard; and they survived a 17 day train ride, at the end of which they found themselves at the Mauthausen death camp. Priska, Rachel and Anka gave birth to their children in horrific circumstances. 
Marceline Loridan-Ivens: And you didn’t come back (21st century)
“I became a happy person, you know, despite everything that happened to us”- this is how Marceline Loridan-Ives begins her 126 page letter, which she addressed to her murdered father in the death camp using her imagination. The French teenager and her father were deported to Auschwitz and Birkenau in the spring of 1944. After being separated, the man managed to send a message to Marceline which gave her the strength to endure the atrocities and she came out alive from the wagon filled with corpses. She wrote her harrowing response to her father’s letter as an adult. 

Eddy de Wind: Auschwitz, terminal – A survivor’s diary from the death camp (Athenaeum)

The only memoir which was written entirely in Auschwitz and is one of the first accounts of Auschwitz. Its author is Eddy de Win, a Dutch doctor who was put on a wagon to Auschwitz together with his wife Friedel. The man completed menial jobs in the barracks, then when the other Nazis began to empty the camp he hid, looked for a notebook, and while caring for the remaining patients began to write down all the things which are difficult to even mention. 

Heather Morris: The Auschwitz tattooer (Animus)
This novel proves the overwhelming power of love, which is based on the Slovak Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov’s story. The young Jewish man was deported in April 1942 to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where after discovering that he spoke numerous languages he became the Tätowierer (the German equivalent of tattooer), while his task was to mark the new prisoners arriving in mass. Lale promised the girl in whose skin he carved the number 34902 that if he survives the concentration camp and if they are freed, he would marry her. 

Viola Stern Fisher – Veronika H. Tóth: The Mengele girl (Animus)

Viola Stern Fischer, who was born Rozsa Ibolya Stern described her memories from Auschwitz Veronika H Toth, which remained alive even decades after the Second World War. The Slovakian Hungarian girl was specially chosen, but in the death camp this was a disadvantage rather than an advantage: she had to suffer and survive Dr Josef Mengele’s experiments. Despite the horrors witnessed and experienced in the camp hospital, she never lost hope and was brave enough to attempt to escape as well.  

Agnes Zsolt: My daughter Eva (21st century)

Eva Heyman is called the Hungarian Anne Frank, as many parallels can be drawn between the two little girls. They were both born into a Jewish family and were adolescents when the War broke out. Both kept a diary but neither stopped writing voluntarily. The 13-year-old Eva was first dragged to the Nagyvarad ghetto, then Auschwitz from where she was sent to a gas chamber. Her secret diary was found by her mother, who after publishing it as a book fell into a deep depression and committed suicide. 
Edith Eva Eger: The Decision (Libri)
At home it was a hit, in America a New York Times bestseller not long after being published. The Decision is both a Holocaust book and self-help publication, as Edith Eva Eger who is of Hungarian descent doesn’t only write about what she lived through in the Nazi death camps, but also how she became free of her fears and anger, how she overcame her grief (her parents were sent to the gas chamber by Mengele) and finally decided to forgive her captors. Today, Edith practises as a clinical psychologist in California and tries to attest to the fact despite the circumstances we can make decisions so we become happy and free. 

