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Education

PhD	Rutgers University | Newark, NJ	2017 - 2019
Biology (Track: Ecology and Evolution)				
Advisor: Dr. Jessica L. Ware

MA	Columbia University | New York, NY	May 2017
Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology
Thesis: “The Influence of Temperature on the Development, 
Mortality, and Spatial Behavior of Vernal Pool Odonate Larvae”
Advisor: Dr. Don J. Melnick 
Committee Members: Dr. Jessica L. Ware & Dr. Maria Diuk-Wasser

BS	California Polytechnic State University | San Luis Obispo, CA	June 2014
	Biological Sciences (Track: Ecology)
Thesis: “The Spatial Games: Investigating the Spatial Distribution 
of Anax and Select Prey as a Function of Predator-Prey Interactions.”
Advisor: Dr. Shannon J. McCauley 
Collaborator: Shane E. Johnson 

	
Experience
Rutgers University | Newark, NJ							2017 - 2019
Graduate Research Assistant; Advisor: Dr. Jessica Ware
· Tracked the embryonic development of collected 
P. flavescens and P. hymenaea dragonfly egg batches and 
reared cohorts of Pantala larvae using Nikon stereomicroscope.
· Observed egg chorion ultrastructure and larval dragonfly morphology 
under the Hitachi S-4700 SEM microscope at the American 
Museum of Natural History in New York City, NY.
· Sequenced P. flavescens and P. hymenaea 
specimens to examine the genetic structure of 
P. hymenaea populations and to determine the degree 
of panmixia compared to its sister species P. flavescens.


Experience (Continued)
ThinkSCIENCE, Inc. | Tokyo, Japan 						2017 - 2018
Freelance English Editor; Coordinator: Shoko Ishiyama 
· Edited the English manuscripts of Japanese scientists. 
Rutgers University | Newark, NJ 							2016 - 2017
Graduate Research Assistant; Advisor: Dr. Don Melnick 
· Evaluated the predatory and spatial behavior of vernal pool 
dragonfly larvae raised in different temperature regimes to 
simulate climate change. 

University of Michigan Biological Station (UMBS) | Pellston, MI			2016
Graduate Research Assistant; Advisor: Dr. Don Melnick 
· Evaluated the predatory and spatial behavior of vernal pool 
dragonfly larvae raised in different temperature regimes to 
simulate climate change. 

Columbia University | New York, NY	2015 - 2016
Graduate Research Assistant; Advisor: Dr. Marina Cords
· Entered and summarized data related to blue monkey 
behavior and intergroup encounters. 

Columbia University | New York, NY 						2015 - 2016
Graduate Research Assistant; Advisor: Dr. Joshua Fisher  
· Measured forest loss on the mountain and greater area of 
Gorongosa National Park in Mozambique using remote 
sensing, GIS, and Google Earth Engine.

Alameda County Government | Dublin, CA						2015
Library Page; Supervisor: Rosemary Gomes-McGarry
· Organized and shelved circulation materials according to 
Dewey Decimal system, author's name, and title. 
· Provided customer service to patrons.

Cal Poly | San Luis Obispo, CA							2011 - 2012
Undergraduate Research Assistant; Advisor: Dr. Shannon McCauley
· Investigated the effects of predator chemical cues on 
damselfly larvae and the spatial distribution of dragonfly larvae. 

Koffler Scientific Reserve | Toronto, Canada 						2011
Undergraduate Research Assistant; Advisor: Dr. Shannon McCauley
· Examined the spatial distributions of aquatic invertebrate 
communities across the Georgian Bay archipelago.
· Funded by the National Geographic Committee for 
Research and Exploration.
Publications

Journal Publication

Hager, A. M., Larson, J., Ugbah, N. K., & Ramesh, V. (2017). Oil Extraction in the Ecuadorian Amazon: Incorporating Conflict Resolution Theory and Practice. Conflict Resolution Quarterly, 35(2), 243-267.

Presentations 

“Becoming Mx. Worldwide: Observed Embryology and Development of the Migratory Dragonfly Pantala flavescens”
· Oral talk presented in the 2019 International Congress of Odonata Meeting in Austin, TX.

“The Influence of Temperature on the Activity and Spatial Behavior of Vernal Pool Odonate Larvae”
· Oral talk presented in the 2018 ESA, ESC and ESBC Joint Annual Meeting in Vancouver, BC, Canada.

“The Influence of Temperature on the Development, Mortality, and Spatial Behavior of Vernal Pool Odonate Larvae”
· Oral talk presented in the 2018 Eastern Branch Meeting of the Entomological Society of America in Annapolis, Maryland.

"The Influence of Temperature on the Development, Mortality, and Spatial Behavior of Vernal Pool Odonate Larvae"
· Poster presented in the 2017 Annual Evolution Meeting of the Society for the Study of Evolution (SSE), Society of Systematic Biologists (SSB), and the American Society of Naturalists (ASN) in Portland, Oregon.  
“Conflict Assessment: Oil Extraction in the Ecuadorian Amazon”
Collaborators: Ann Marie Hager, James Larson, & Vijay Ramesh 
· Poster presented in the 2016 Annual Conference of the International Association for Conflict Management in New York City, New York. 

“Surprising Amphibian Diversity and Richness on the Islands of the Georgian Bay”
Collaborator: Shane E. Johnson 
· Poster presented in the 2012 Annual COSAM Student Research Conference at California Polytechnic State University— San Luis Obispo, California. 
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Committee Service

Rutgers University | Newark, NJ | 2018 - 2019
Member, Colloquium Committee for Department of Biological Sciences

Skills

Field: Aquatic macroinvertebrate identification and collection, dip netting, insect netting, odonate egg collection, specimen preservation

Laboratory: DNA extraction, DNA amplification/PCR, gel electrophoresis, larval rearing

Technology: Compound microscope, dissecting microscope, stereomicroscope, SEM (Scanning Electron Microscope)

Software: Sequencher (nucleotide sequence assembly), R, Python, ImageJ, GIS, Google Earth Engine, Inkscape, Microsoft Office suite (Excel, PowerPoint, Word)
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