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5 Ademola Street, Ikoyi, Lagos

Email: williamsiheme@gmail.com, iheme_chima-williams@phd.ceu.edu
Skype: williamsiheme1

Curriculum Vitae

My Philosophy: Since I was born, I have never seen anyone who drowned in their own sweat. Hard work, when combined with brilliance, pays well, because, the world belongs to the energetic and smart people, and not to the indolent and daft.  I always want to work hard and make a remarkable difference.

Education: 

Academic Degrees

2013 – 2016	Doctor of Juridical Science (SJD) – Central European University[footnoteRef:2], New York/Budapest. Graduated with Summa cum Laude (Distinction). [2:  The University has an absolute charter from the Board of Regents of the State of New York (US) and is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education in the US. https://www.msche.org/institutions_directory.asp?txtRange=c   
] 


Sept. – Dec. 2015	Visiting Research Scholar at Cornell University Law School, New York – conducted research and work related to the doctoral thesis. 

2012 – 2013	Master of Laws (LL.M) in International Business Law, Central European University – graduated with Merit. 

2011 – 2012	Barrister-at-Law (BL), Nigerian Law School, Lagos – graduated with second class honors, upper division.

2006 – 2011	Bachelor of Laws (LL.B), University of Benin, Nigeria – graduated with second class honors, upper division – (among the top ten percent of the class).	 
	.


Work Experience:	

July 2018-Aug 2018	Visiting Lecturer – Strathmore Law School – Taught LLM Class - Corporate Insolvency law, Contract: negotiating and drafting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sept 2017 – Present	Aina Blankson LP, Ikoyi – A renowned law firm where I’m currently engaged in solving heavy-weight commercial problems, and helping clients exceed their expectations.

Sept 2016 – August 2017 	Fidelis Oditah & Co, Victoria Island, is a reputable tier law firm. Our Commercial law team was headed by a seasoned legal practitioner who has attained the height of legal practice in both England and Nigeria. He is a Queen’s Counsel in England, and a Senior Advocate in Nigeria. Foreign and local clients consulted us for our authoritative legal advice in complex commercial transactions and disputes.

April 2012 – July 2012	Worked at Agoro & Co, Victoria Island – Lagos.  Professional engagements included but not limited to drafting of necessary documents for litigations, drafting of commercial agreements for clients, offered legal opinions on complex legal issues. I also held numerous client interviews.

2013 – Present	D. Moukouri & Partners, Cameroon – being consulted on commercial transaction matters especially those on international business transactions. The firm was started by a colleague five years ago, and I’m rendering my services pro bono.


A select litigation/transactional experience
· I participated in advising clients on many complex litigation matters. In the one year I worked with Prof. Oditah, QC, SAN, I participated in a lot of heavyweight matters. My participation spanned across research and brief writing, and appearing in court with the learned Silk.

· I was team lead in advising Koch Companies Public Sector, LLC - a group of companies (multi-nationals) trading on derivatives such as crude oil, refined petroleum products, natural gas liquids, natural gas, power, olafins, freight and a few other commodities in the Nigerian capital market. Transaction value: US$750,000, 000. 

· I was team lead in advising Avanti Communications Group Plc – a group of companies (multi-nationals) with presence in Nigeria. The Nigerian subsidiary acted as a guarantor to a New York law guarantee for a debt in the amount of $680, 000,000.

· I was team lead in advising Execujet Maintenance Pty, Ltd – a subsidiary of a group of multi-national companies that was sued in Nigeria by Topbrass Aviation (Nig) Ltd, for breach of aircraft maintenance contract and damage claims of several millions of dollars. Transaction value: US$9,000,000.

· Deputy team lead in advising Africa Reinsurance Corporation – we are the retained advisers to the Pan African reinsurers, participated in a string of matters of varying coloration including a complex multiparty reinsurance transaction over an aircraft disaster with billions of dollars at stake.

· I currently review more than 10 different types of commercial agreements each month from our clients whom we act as their retained solicitors. As a result, I’m very conversant with the complexities and nuances of commercial agreements.

· I am currently working on developing proposals on Voluntary Assets and Income Declaration Scheme – VAIDS ( a tax recovery initiative by the government), which would be sent to the Federal Inland Revenue Service and Lagos Inland Revenue Service in preparation for the October 2018 deadline; we are angling to help the government recover taxes.

· My strength in research enables me to comb easily through legislation and determine what provisions of law can support business proposals that could win the attention of the relevant government agencies or private sector institutions. I am currently doing this on maritime legislation – to fathom what problems could be solved for NIMASA in the Merchant Shipping Act, NIMASA Act, and the Cabotage Act. Eg, I have identified wreck removal which is currently a big challenge for the Agency.

· My doctoral training in research enables me to write detailed/comprehensive grant proposals, firm newsletters on areas that our firm is angling to win proposals. Indeed, well researched newsletters demonstrate prima facie competence, and when they appear online, they become our virtual marketers.

· My doctoral level research skills enable me to effortlessly unearth hidden answers to legal problems. In effect, I can work under pressure and be able to effectively meet up with overlapping deadlines; I have written many grant proposals and regularly provide guidance to masters and potential doctoral students in their doctoral proposals and or dissertations.



Publications

(Book)	“Towards Reforming the Legal Framework for Secured Transactions in Nigeria: Perspectives from the United States and Canada”. Publisher: Springer http://www.springer.com/us/book/9783319418353 

(Journal articles)	(1) Towards Reforming Nigeria’s Secured Transactions Law: The Central Bank of Nigeria’s Attempt through the Back Door (2017) Journal of African Law. Publisher: Cambridge University Press). (Co-authored with Sanford U Mba). https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-african-law/article/towards-reforming-nigerias-secured-transactions-law-the-central-bank-of-nigerias-attempt-through-the-back-door/302C9574060B006FAD6E8D2E1A53F3E6 

(2) Differential Analysis between the Revised UCC Article 9 and the Canadian Personal Property Security Act: Reasons Nigeria should transplant elements of the former and not the latter (2013) Journal of African and International Law, Volume 6 #2. p. 559-590.
	
(Monographs) 	(3) Swimming in tested waters: Increasing access to credit in Nigeria through a reform of its secured transactions law with some recipes of UCC Article 9 – http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/results.cfm?RequestTimeout=50000000 
It was also published as a monograph by LAP Lambert Academic Publishing GmBH, Germany under the title: “Increasing Access to Credit in Nigeria: A Call for Law Reform” https://www.waterstones.com/book/increasing-access-to-credit-in-nigeria/iheme-chima-williams/9783659748523   

	(4) The Role of Self-help under Article 9 of the UCC: Lessons for Nigeria – (LL.M long thesis). Available at http://www.etd.ceu.hu/2013/iheme_chima-williams.pdf 
	

Professional Certifications:


June 2015 – Aug 2015	Certificate in “International Business Negotiation”, Hamline University Law School, Minnesota, USA.

June 2014	Certificate in “Leadership and Management for Integrity – SME Policy Lab” – CEU Summer University, Budapest.

June 2013	Certificate in “Mediation and Other Methods to Foster Democratic Dialogue” – a fully accredited program by the American Bar Association, awarded by Central European University Summer School in co-operation with Benjamin Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva University, New York, and Hamline University School of Law, Minnesota, USA.
Dec. 2013			International Commercial Arbitration (Chartered Institute of 						Arbitrators, UK).


Dec. 2013-Feb 2014	Certificate in “Public Privacy: Cyber Security and Human Rights” awarded by IVERSITY, Berlin, Germany.

Award:	-     CEU Outstanding Doctoral Student Award, 2016. (Legal Studies Departmental award for the best student in coursework and dissertation progress) https://www.ceu.edu/article/2016-02-08/doctoral-students-win-academic-awards 
· Full CEU Fellowships (very competitive) for Masters (2012) and Doctoral Studies (2013); both fellowships amounted to about 150,000 Euros in value.

The two leading Research Centers for Private Law where I conducted research related to my theses

March 2013 	Visiting Researcher at UNIDROIT (International Institute for the Unification of Private Law), Rome – conducted research and work related to the writing of my master’s thesis.
July 2015	Visiting Researcher at UNCITRAL (United Nation Commission on International Trade Law), Vienna, Austria – conducted research and work related to the writing of my doctoral thesis under the guidance of Prof. Spiros Bazinas.


Professional Membership:

2012 – Present			Nigerian Bar Association, (member).
2016 – Present 	Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, UK. 
Grade of membership: Member.   Membership Number: 35212.


Skills:
Languages -	English (Fluent), French (basic), German (beginner), Chinese (elementary).
Computer - 			Internet, MS office, major research databases, etc.



Personal Profile: 
Citizenship: 			Nigerian. 
Date of birth: 		16 November, 1985. 
Interests: 	critical thinking, unearthing hidden solutions to problems.
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