Melinda Schlegel
www.zoomediate.com | melinda@zoomediate.com
Education
MSc | Biodiversity, wildlife & Ecosystem health | University of Edinburgh
Expected Graduation: Summer 2022
Part-Time, Distance Learning Student
Bsc | zoology & International Studies | North Dakota State University
Graduated: May 2007
Minor: German
Studied 1 year at the Universität des Saarlandes in Saarbruecken, Germany.
Experience
Owner | Zoomediate | 2016 - Present
I offer general virtual assistant, translation and writing services to clients around the world.
Previous projects include: newsletter creation & management (MailChimp), SOP translations (German to English), Excel data entry and various writing tasks.
Looking to move my focus to scientific writing services, particularly focusing on animals/wildlife and conservation.
Zookeeper | zoo Saarbruecken | 2015 - Present
Full-time zookeeper. Duties include all aspects of animal care, feeding plan creation and public education.
Steering committee Member | International Congress of Zookeepers | 2018 – Present 
I represent the German zookeeper association (Bundesverband der deutschen Tierpfleger: BdZ) on the International Congress of Zookeeper’s (ICZ) steering committee.
ICZ strives to improve the professionalism of zookeepers worldwide.
Duties include: Vote on behalf of BdZ on all steering committee matters, create and manage quarterly newsletter (MailChimp) and help to plan the Congress on Zookeeping every three years (attended by about 200 zookeepers from around the world).
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I would like to focus my side-business, Zoomediate, more on academic and scientific editing, translating and writing. My primary expertise focuses on exotic animals, however, I also have previous experience working as a veterinary assistant. My Master’s degree program focuses on biodiversity and conservation, two topics which I am also becoming an expert in.
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